








I’ll talk about…

Past:
94 years of NGS-NPS collaboration

Present:
A happily entangled alliance

Potential:
New technology, new opportunity







June 1912 National Geographic magazine

Our National Parks
by Laurance F. Schmekebier





1915 Industrialist Stephen 
Mather, who was to 
become father of the Park 
Service, begins a long 
alliance with magazine 
editor Gilbert H. Grosvenor



Mather brings Grosvenor, 
other journalists to Sequoia 
National Park



April 1916: National 
Geographic devotes an 
entire issue to “Land of the 
Best” —coverage of our 
national parks

Grosvenor helps draft the 
Raker-Smoot bill to 
establish a new National 
Park Service

August 1916: Woodrow 
Wilson signs the bill 
into law



Giant Forest, a key 167-
acre tract in the midst of 
Sequoia, remains 
unprotected

November 1917:
National Geographic 
donates $20,000 to help 
enable its purchase



1918: Society mounts an expedition to 
Alaska’s Katmai and Valley of 10,000 Smokes

November 1918: Katmai National Monument is 
created

Today: Most of the smoke is gone!



1926-1935: Gilbert Grosvenor serves 
on Shenandoah National Park 
Association board; pledges a 
“subscription” for 1,000 acres

Worked to establish
Carlsbad Caverns National Park



July 1938:
Reaches of the Nation’s Capital map features 
Shenandoah National Park



1950s: National 
Geographic helps 
establish Russell Cave 
National Monument and 
Redwood National Park



May 1958:
National Parks 
map supplement



2001:
Third generation of Grosvenor dynasty 
works with National Park System 
Advisory Board on a report
“National Parks in the 21st Century”



2002: National Geographic’s park stewardship goes 
international

Through efforts of Explorer in Residence Michael Fay, 
Gabon protects 10% of its land in new national parks



2005:
Civil War map supplement



2005: National Geographic, National Park 
Service, Civil War Preservation Trust and ESRI 
create Civil War website



Event of the day 
feature

Interactive map 
featuring every 

significant battle 
site







NGMaps distributes
60 National 
Park maps

Half updated 
since 2003



Today:
Two maps of Sequoia



New National 
Park wall maps



Fifth edition of
National Parks 

guide 
published this 

year



Coming next month:
National Park maps on CD



Stay tuned:

National Geographic 
magazine article on the state 
of our national parks



National Parks 
Advisory Board

John Francis



BioBlitzes

June 2006
Potomac Gorge





National Natural Landmarks Program

Administered by the National 
Park Service

Revived after an 18-year 
hiatus



Ashfall Fossil Beds
Antelope County, Nebraska



Centennial project

Loran Fraser, retired chief of policy at 
NPS, now works for John Francis

Advising John, NGS on how to work 
with National Park Service as its 
centennial approaches (2016)



Chesapeake Bay
John Smith Water 

Trail







Appalachia
Geotourism MapGuide

In the works:
Suwannee
NE Vermont
Baja California
Arizona-Sonora



Crown of the
Continent
Geotourism Map



Software and data



TOPO! raster data
Enterprise agreement with National Park Service
Seamless USGS base maps, hillshading, DEMs



Mobile mapping tools for field workers, emergency responders

Works with a variety of GPS-enabled handhelds, PDAs, etc.

Easy to use

Fully interoperable with ESRI GIS

National Geographic Pro Products







A new information resource 
was born two months ago

Conservation Geoportal

Embryonic…but there’s great potential



Initial partners



The problem

Conservation data and maps are widely dispersed and 
tightly sequestered

Even seasoned conservation professionals have an 
incomplete knowledge of, and access to, key data

Data can’t be used for analysis, decision-making, 
communication, and education



Create a place for professionals to find 
conservation-related spatial data

In a second phase, interpret and 
distribute some of that data as a World 
Atlas of Conservation 

Allow for collaborative enhancement of 
“base map” layers: transportation, 
protected areas, etc.

The idea



Expression of the Conservation Commons

One-stop access to/publication of GIS data and maps

Metadata catalog: contributors, data/map links, etc.

Map viewer enabling display of multiple live map 
services

Collaboratively developed and maintained

Scalable, with future enhancements already planned

The Conservation Geoportal



Version 1.0 released a few weeks ago

Contains 1300+ records, but needs more

Developed and hosted by ESRI

Design Team established (14 orgs)

Governance being established

Fundraising underway

Recruiting partners and channel stewards

Current status



www.conservationmaps.org

Home page



Frank Biasi, TNC

Jack Dangermond

Charles Convis

Dick Lawrence

Heroes of the Geoportal



Our National Parks are precious

But the concept of national 
parks is a century old

We now know we have to 
consider…



Species ranges



Migration corridors



Other public and open lands



…in many categories



Ecosystems



Development pressures



And more!



Wouldn’t it be nice if…

We could use the Conservation Geoportal
To make data in all these categories—and more—

Available to conservationists, park administrators, 
resource managers, and other professionals

And to the states, counties, and municipalities for 
open space planning and preservation

And to the general public and schoolkids

So all of us can have a more vivid picture of our 
natural heritage

…and the impact of our growing population on it?



Our national parks

Jewels in the crown

Reflects a topology of awareness



Maybe a better notion

A tapestry of stewardship



Thank you



Allen Carroll
August 8, 2006


